
A History of Santa Croce school taken from the school’s website

The history of the Santa Croce Nursery School - "Children's Home" Maria Montessori began in 
1861, the year in which this Carmelite Convent changed its intended use and became a 
kindergarten with the name of "Kindergartens". So it was that Perugia had its first form of an 
institution for the little children of the city.

Literates, educators, rulers, political and ecclesiastical representatives went to visit it: from the 
Agazzi sisters to Vittorio Emanuele of Savoy, to the Queen Margherita, from Maria Montessori 
to Mario Montessori.

The School, established and opened by an association of citizens, has always had the harmonious 
development of the child's personality as an educational goal and has always been ready to 
accept the suggestions dictated by modern pedagogy. For this reason the Aporti Method, the 
Fròbel, the Agazzi and finally the Montessori Method have found application. The latter was 
adopted in some classes since 1909 (only two years after the very first experiences of San 
Lorenzo in Rome), the year in which Maria Montessori held her first course at Villa Montesca 
near Città di Castello and wrote and published her first work: "The Method of Scientific 
Pedagogy". On that same occasion she came to visit this "noble institution" accompanied by 
Baron Franchetti.

Maria Montessori was again in Perugia in 1950 when the University for Foreigners entrusted her 
with the Presidency of the Pedagogical Studies Center. On that occasion the S. Croce School 
made available to the Study Center, an experimental section of the Children's House which was 
dedicated to her on August 31, the day of her eightieth birthday.

Thus, a "Research Center was established in our city to identify the real powers of the Child and 
his possibilities through experiences and study". In the summer of 1950, a Montessori 
International Teacher Training Course was held in our city, the first after the war, directed by 
Doctor Montessori. The Center of Studies and the International Course was flanked by a 
classroom in the Children's House, in which one could observe the implementation of the 
"method".



A History of Santa Croce school taken from the school’s website

Maria Antonietta Paolini was with Maria Montessori, first as a pupil and then her close 
collaborator, for over 40 years.  It was stated, "When Maria Antonietta Paolini established the 
Casa Dei Bambini and elementary schools at the 'Santa Croce' according to Montessori methods, 
the public were astonished. All or almost all. Least the children, observed that learning can also 
be fun. These are more obvious principles today, but not then ”.

Due to the merit of Miss Paolini, the National and International Courses for Montessori was 
established. Educators from all over the world have made the Santa Croce School a constant 
point of reference for the training of teachers and for all those working in the educational field.

The school has been the base of the national (Association Maria Antonietta Paolini) and 
international (Association Montessori International) for Montessori teachers training for teaching 
children from 2 1/2 to 7 years of age.


